Burundi Massacre May Lead
To Further Rebellion
INCREASED FEARS OF A POSSIBILITY OF THE EXISTENCE OF
A NEW REBELLION IN THE EAST AFRICAN NATION
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By Apollinaire Niyirora BUJUMBURA (Xinhua) -- The massacre which left 39 people killed on Sunday night in Gatumba town, 15 km west of the Burundian capital Bujumbura, has increased fears of a possibility of the existence of a new rebellion in the east African nation.

At about 20H00 (18H00 GMT), a group of gunmen wearing police and military uniforms raided the “Club Les Amis” bar, killing 39 persons who were inside the bar and injuring dozens, according to the Burundian Government Spokesman Philippe Nzobonariba.

Insecurity which is taking alarming proportions in Burundi is due to ongoing impunity since the country’s 2010 general elections, civil society organizations, opposition parties and Burundi’s former presidents said.

“Since May this year (2011), no day passes without a human victim throughout Burundi’s 17 provinces,” Chairman of the Association for the Protection of Human Rights and Rights of Detainees (APRODH) Pierre Claver Mbonimpa told Xinhua.

He said that since the beginning of May 2011, reports of APRODH’s provincial branches show that more than 250 persons were killed throughout the country.

Mbonimpa said, “Many of them were supporters of opposition parties. “

The spokesman of the opposition’s Democrats’ Alliance for Change (ADC-Ikibiri) said impunity must be behind the rising insecurity.

“People are killed while the administration and security forces have been warned about security threats of the victims. We don’t see where the administration has gone? The government should arrest the perpetrators of those crimes,” ADC-Ikibiri Spokesman Chauvineau Mugwengezo told Xinhua.

Mugwengezo accused agents of the intelligence services of being behind those killings, assuming that the perpetrators of the Gatumba massacre wanted to “show their anger towards that impunity”.

He said, “The people who perpetrated the Gatumba massacre must be those who had realized that the impunity in previous assassinations had been increasing.”

Chauvineau Mugwengezo however condemned the massacre, stressing that “bloodshed will never be a solution to insecurity.”

Burundi’s former presidents said the Gatumba massacre is a result of impunity.

“The government (of Burundi) has been neglecting insecurity which prevailed in Burundi during and after elections since June 2010. Security is the government’s duty,” Senator and Burundi’s former President Pierre Buyoya said.

Senator and Burundi’s former President Domitien Ndayizeye cemented Buyoya’s opinion saying, “The government has to severely sanction anyone who commits a crime. In that way, opponents who will have the intention to fight the government will fear to do so.”

The harassment of opposition leaders is susceptible to increase tension in Burundi, said ADC-Ikibiri Spokesman Chauvineau Mugwengezo.

Mugwengezo was referring to a day-long interrogation that ADC- Ikibiri Chairman Léonce Ngendakumana faced this week.

“All opposition leaders are harassed. The example is the ADC chairman who spent a whole day, answering questions of the prosecutor in the municipality of Bujumbura,” Chauvineau Mugwengezo said.

According to him, harassing opposition leaders too much can urge them to take another orientation.

Mugwengezo said, “If they (government) continue to harass us and in case they blame the Gatumba massacre on us, we will change the strategy of our political fight.”

According to him, the new strategy of the opposition’s political strategy “will abide by the Burundian laws.”

Burundi’s former presidents advocate political talks between the government and the opposition in an effort to restore security in the east African country.

“Democracy means permanent dialogue between political stakeholders. However, seeking dialogue through killings – what we call negotiations - can’t help. This is only acceptable when political dialogue has failed and succeeding political negotiations requires a lot of time and a lot of human casualties,” Burundi’s former President Pierre Buyoya said.

For his part, MP Pascal Nyabenda from the ruling Conseil National pour la Défense de la Démocratie – Forces de Défense de la Dé mocratie (CNDD-FDD) said the political dialogue advocated by opposition parties should take place at the Permanent Forum for Dialogue of political parties.

“Opposition parties which took part in the creation of the Forum however refused discussing their claims at the Permanent Forum for Dialogue of political parties,” MP Pascal Nyabenda said.

MP Nyabenda said, “Politicians who, during the electoral campaign for Burundi’s 2010 general elections, taught people to disturb security, should go back to those people and prevent them from disturbing security.”

The massacre which occurred at Gatumba in Burundi’s province of Bujumbura Rural left 39 persons killed according to government officials, but local rights groups said the death toll was 41.

The Burundian government said that a part of the armed persons who carried out the massacre came from the neighboring Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) while the other part resides at Gatumba.

The Gatumba massacre is the deadliest attack since Burundi’s 2010 general elections which sparked violence after the opposition pulled out of the electoral process in June 2010, denouncing massive fraud in the May 24th communal elections – the first in a series of five polls.

Gatumba is a stronghold of the former Parti pour la Libération du Peuple Hutu-Forces Nationales de Libération (PALIPEHUTU-FNL) rebel movement which was led by Agathon Rwasa.

The former rebel movement became the Forces Nationales de Libé ration (FNL) which, together with some opposition parties, pulled out of the country’s electoral process.

After boycotting the electoral process, FNL Chairman Agathon Rwasa and some other opposition leaders went into hiding for fearing for their security.

Analysts say it is a rebel movement in creation, but the Burundian government calls those attackers “simple bandits.”
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