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In Ivory Coast, an autocrat’s desperate bid to hang on to power has led to unspeakable atrocities and hundreds of deaths. Hundreds of thousands of people have been driven from their homes. The international community must move quickly to halt this terror. 

The United Nations has 9,000 peacekeepers in the country. Another 2,000 are authorized and are urgently required to protect civilians. There can be no more delay in deploying them and more may be needed. Civilians should be allowed to seek refuge at United Nations and French bases (the former colonial power has troops there to support the mission). The United Nations should consider ways to jam the state broadcasting system, which is inciting violence. 

The mayhem was precipitated by President Laurent Gbagbo after he lost his re-election bid in December. The international community recognized Alassane Ouattara as the legitimate president. When Mr. Gbagbo refused to step down, the United Nations Security Council and others imposed economic and diplomatic sanctions. 

Mr. Gbagbo then began what Human Rights Watch described as a campaign of organized violence that may constitute crimes against humanity, with killings and politically motivated rapes. On March 3, the army fired at thousands of women demonstrating peacefully, killing 7. 

While Human Rights Watch blames Mr. Gbagbo’s forces for the majority of an estimated 400 civilian deaths, pro-Ouattara forces are also faulted. Washington and Paris are right to press the United Nations Human Rights Council to investigate atrocity charges. 

The Security Council must strictly enforce sanctions against Mr. Gbagbo and his henchmen. The African Union should keep trying to persuade him to step aside. After years of unrest, voters in the Ivory Coast clearly voted for change. Mr. Gbagbo must not be allowed to thwart their will or plunge the country back into civil war. 

A version of this editorial appeared in print on March 18, 2011, on page A28 of the New York edition.



