High school students finally learn about KR
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Taking a break from class at Norton University, student Nouv Vithou sits with his friends talking about what they think of a new program to educate Cambodia’s high school students about an era which, despite its infamy and recent world import due to the Khmer Rouge Tribunal (KRT), is fast fading into distant history for many of the Kingdom’s predominantly young population: the Khmer Rouge(KR)’s Democratic Kampuchea (DK) regime.
The Documentation Center of Cambodia (DC-Cam) is collaborating with the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sport (MoEYS) to introduce a program to the country’s high schools educating pupils about the Pol Pot or DK regime of 1975-79. Today, a Cambodian student can go right through the education system to the 12th grade and not hear a word about the KR and their appalling atrocities — known almost universally as a symbol of darkness and tyranny.
“[The program] is very good because it will let the young Khmer generation know about [the entire] Khmer history, from one regime to the next,” said Nouv Vithou, adding that it will be good for young students to receive clarification about the controversy of whether the KR actually made any positive developments for the nation or not when Pol Pot was in power.
“When I heard the Ministry of Education is going to teach about the Pol Pot regime in high schools, I was very proud because the younger generation will be able to learn about the cruel Pol Pot regime,” said a former student of Prey Veng province’s Veth Moha Resey University, who gave his name simply as Sovan. He said, however, that the teaching of KR history to primary school students would not be beneficial as the students would be too young and would be traumatized by the violence and cruelty of this part of Cambodia’s history. “All Khmer people must have a clear understanding of Cambodian history - especially the KR era,” he added. 
Seng Chanthy, a former student from Kampong Cham province, said that all Khmer students had to study about the KR during the 1980s in the Vietnamese-backed People’s Republic of Kampuchea era. “It is good that [the teaching of KR history] is appearing again because young Khmer people will control the country in the future, and this knowledge will prevent them from following in the steps of [the leaders of] previous generations. If future [leaders] control the country in the leftist ways of [previous leaders] the country could fall back to ‘Year Zero’ [of 1975] again.” He added that the real potential of the project would depend on how well the teachers could teach KR history. If the subject was taught properly, students could be inspired to leave the shadows of the past and look to a brighter future, Seng Chanthy said. 
Dara Peou Vanthan, DC-Cam deputy director, said DC-Cam and the MoEYS are presently cooperating to train teachers, provide teaching materials, and translate their KR history text book — now available in Khmer and English — into French, Chinese, Vietnamese, Japanese and Thai.   
“We have already distributed the text book to all [high] schools across the nation,” he said. “We are putting it into the high school program because KR history is lacking in the curriculum. It is very important for our younger generation to [fully] learn about the KR regime, so they can prevent the regime happening again.” He said the project would assist the KRT in educating the younger generation, who are often skeptical that the KR atrocities even took place. “They will believe that [these atrocities] really happened in their country,” he said, adding that the text book would be updated as more information comes to light through KRT investigations over the next few years.
 
But the real worth of the program to Cambodians is perhaps expressed succinctly by Neth Dararomany, a teacher at Chea Sim Cham Rot High School in Phnom Penh: “I support the KR history program in high schools because it is the truth,” she said. May Titthara
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