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a kmer rouge cadre: do not want gratitute
By Vannak Sok
 
The ideology of Democratic Kampuchea made Khmer Rouge cadres controlling villages, sub-districts, and districts cruel. They cut off relations with their parents, relatives, and siblings, following a Khmer Rouge slogan “if you do something, you must take responsibility.”  However, there were several kind cadres such as Kong Sim, 52 years old, who was born in Domnak Trach village, Toul Ampel sub-district, Kong Pisey district, Kompong Speu province.
 
Sim stopped studying in grade 9 after the 1970 coup against King Sihanouk. His family’s living standards were poor so he farmed with his parents. In 1972, after the Khmer Rouge armies took control of his village, Sim volunteered to serve the revolution as a Khmer Rouge guerrilla with other people in Domnak Trach village, Toul Ampel sub-district. In 1973, Sim ran into the Maqui forest to join the Khmer liberation movement that was fighting the Lon Nol forces. Although the Lon Nol forces had modern weapons, the heroism and loyalty of the Khmer Rouge armies toward Angkar led them to victory on April 17, 1975. Nevertheless, the war resulted in the deaths of thousands of soldiers and civilians. 
 
Not long after taking power, the Khmer Rouge leaders organized the structure and management of the country along new political lines by promoting workers and peasant classes, purging feudal class, destroying markets and cutting off the media network. Some cadres who had worked for Angkar were regarded as enemies and Angkar arrested and executed many people. Those cadres with ties to the Lon Nol regime were removed from their positions. For example, Angkar moved Sim to the base area after it was discovered that his relative had worked as government officer during People’s Republic of Khmer. Sim was responsible for supervising 40 boys, most of whom were around 10 years old. They were ordered to cut water plants to make fertilizer and carried water to the rice fields. 
 
In July, 1977, Angkar arranged for Sim to get married; he had no right to choose the woman he loved, and neither he nor his relatives had seen his wife before. During the marriage ceremony, Sim and other 30 to 40 couples were required to promise to follow Angkar in front of sub-district and district cadres. 
 
On 8 July 1977, 36 couples who had just gotten married were ordered to gather at Takeo province. There were many people coming from Kompot, Kompong Speu and Takeo provinces. In the morning, a cadre told Sim that there was a big meeting to be presided over by a Khmer Rouge leader. Later, Ta Mok arrived and said, “I noticed that some cadres in Battambong province had been betraying Angkar, thus only you who just got married can build our country.” The following day at 10, Sim and his wife took a train to Battambong province; there he was appointed to work for a district hospital. On 11 July, Ta Mok once again came to open a meeting. This time he said, “All male and female comrades in Battambong province have to work hard for Angkar.” Then he introduced Ros Nhem, a friend who had struggled with him since he was in the forest. They shook hands and laughed and the meeting ended quietly. Half month after the meeting the situation in Battambong province became chaotic because Ros Nhem, Ta Sou, Ta Vong, and some other base cadres were arrested. At region 4, many villagers were executed or starved to death. 
 
In 1978, Man, the wife of Nol, the cooperative chief at Prey Totoeng, region 4, brought a boy called Pheoun to Sim. Sim wondered and asked “Where did this boy come from?” She replied, “Although I am Nol’s wife, I dislike my husband behavior. This boy’s father was a base person; he passed away. Later his mother was accused of doing something against morality and killed by my husband.” Man felt sorry for this innocent boy, so she asked Sim to feed him. After hearing that, he allowed that boy to stay with him. 
 
In 1979, when the Vietnamese armies reached Cambodia, the Khmer Rouge cadres and villagers returned their hometowns. Sim took his wife and Pheoun to the Khmer-Thai border. Along the way Sim met a girl looking for her parents and he asked her, “What is your name?” She said, “My name is Ry.” Sim asked her where her parents were, and she replied, “They might have died, because when I ran from the children’s unit to the village, I could not find them, and now I do not know where to go.” Seeing her plight, Sim decided to invite the girl to come with him. There were many difficulties along the way, yet Sim and his wife and the two children reached Srah Keo camp. 
 
At the camp, no international organizations had arrived so Sim entered Thailand to find a job. There he collected corn and was paid 5 baht a bag. Sim tried to work hard to make a living; he earned 25 to 30 baht a day. Later, French people set up a place to feed orphans, so the two children asked Sim to go there because they did not want to add to his responsibilities. Sim did not refuse their suggestion, yet his wife did not want them to leave because she loved them as her own children. Sim explained his wife, “Please do not think too much, the two children will have happiness if they go there. The Khmer Rouge armies have gathered again and they are going to fight with the government forces; we do not know our future yet.” He added that he was only thinking about children’s future, he did not look for gratitude, and he only pitied and loved them because they were orphans whose parents died during the cruel regime.
 
In 1996, the Khmer Rouge forces intergraded with the government, ending the war. Sim returned to Boeng Raing village, Boeng Raing sub-district, Komreang district, Battambong province. There, Sim became first deputy sub-district chief. Today he has 7 children: 3 girls, four boys. Nonetheless, he and his wife still miss the two children; they are now about 30 years old. Sim said “I do not need anything from them, I only want to know how are they.” He added that if the two children see this article, to please let them know how to reach him.
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