February 5, 2008

U.N. Urges Outside Help for Chad 

By WARREN HOGE
UNITED NATIONS — The Security Council adopted a statement on Monday condemning attacks by rebels seeking to overthrow the government of Chad and urging other countries to help stop the violence.

“The Security Council strongly condemns these attacks and all attempts at destabilization by force,” said the statement, drafted by France and agreed to by all 15 Council members.

The text was approved only after language authorizing “all necessary means” to put down the uprising was dropped from an original version taken up in an emergency meeting on Sunday. Russia objected that the words could appear to condone international military intervention.

Asked if the statement was a cover for outside military action, Ambassador Jean-Maurice Ripert of France, which has 1,400 troops based in Chad, said, “There is no cover for anything.”

He noted that President Idriss Déby of Chad had asked for international help in “coping with the rebels and regaining full control of the country.” The meaning of Monday’s statement, he said, was “that the Security Council just allows and calls upon the member states to provide this assistance and this help to the legal government of Chad.”

“This is very easy, very simple and unanimous,” he said.

But pressed on whether France would offer military support, Mr. Ripert said, “I guess there will be some requests by the government of Chad addressed to some member states, and we’ll see.”

Addressing the same point, Zalmay Khalilzad, the American ambassador, told reporters, “We have said that in response to the government’s request, member states can provide support.”

He added, “The French have the expertise and the lead on this issue, and should they decide to do more, they have the support of the Security Council.”

Mr. Khalilzad said he had seen reports that the government of Sudan was backing the rebels, but could not confirm them. “I do not have any direct evidence here to share with you on that issue, but we take note that those allegations have been made,” he said.

The original text called on Sudan and Chad to live up to past commitments to respect their common border, but the final language referred only to “all states in the region.”

The Council hailed a decision on Saturday by the African Union, at its summit meeting in Ethiopia, to have Col. Muammar el-Qaddafi, the Libyan leader, and Denis Sassou-Nguesso, the president of the Congo Republic, “engage the Chadian parties with a view to ending the fighting.”

The Council expressed concern for the safety and security of diplomats and aid workers from the United Nations, the European Union and other international groups, and said it “underlined that all parties have a responsibility to ensure the protection of all these personnel.”
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