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On Thursday, March 22,2012 there was a military coup in Mali under the direction of Captain Amadou Sanogo, who received much of his training in the US. The coup leaders justify their action under the pretext that the Malian government has not given the military the heavy weaponry and other capacity to deal with the Touareg insurgency in northern Mali, which they say is supported by AQIM (Al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb). The coup leaders say the Touareg have been re-armed with weapons they brought back to Mali after fighting as mercenaries for Colonel Gaddafi. 

Their justification for a coup at this time is questionable, however, in light of the fact that provision of additional military supplies would take months. The real reason appears to be that the first round of presidential elections are supposed to take place on April 29, 2012, and the Malian military wants to seize power before a civilian government can do so.  
The international community has condemned this unconstitutional coup d'état in Mali. Declarations have been issued by inter alia the UN Security Council, the African Union and ECOWAS. Some countries and organizations have already adopted sanctions towards Mali, including France (the former colonizer), the USA and ECOWAS. The latter wants to negotiate with the coup leaders in order to convince them to peacefully restore power to the previous democratically elected government. A first round of peace talks, however, was cancelled due to a pro-coup demonstration in the capital of Mali, Bamako. If no peaceful solution can be found, ECOWAS will consider military intervention, and Nigeria has already begun mobilizing its troops to lead such an intervention. 
A recent announcement by the ousted president, Amadou Toumani Touré, has confirmed he is in good health and still present in Bamako. He is protected by an army contingent that remains loyal to him. In the meanwhile, coup leaders are trying to consolidate their power through the control of the national radio and television media. They have announced their intention to adopt a fundamental law guaranteeing democratic principles and imposing a prohibition on military officers from participating in the next presidential elections.
Genocide Watch denounces the military coup as unconstitutional and unacceptable under African Union principles of democratic governance. Genocide Watch calls upon the coup leaders to negotiate with ECOWAS, restore Amadou Toumani Touré to office, hold the scheduled presidential elections on April 29, and guarantee peaceful continuation of democracy in Mali.

During negotiations, the US, France, and Ecowas can assure the coup leaders that Malian military forces will receive full assistance in their counter-insurgency campaign against Touareg rebels in northern Mali. Troop carriers, fuel, heavy machine guns, and French air support should be offered.

The current humanitarian and security situation in Mali requires a swift response. Genocide Watch urges the UN, AU, ECOWAS, and world governments to demand restoration of the legitimate Malian government and to pledge assistance to end the Touareg insurgency in northern Mali. 

