June 20, 2008

12 Protesters Detained in Myanmar 

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

YANGON, Myanmar (AP) — Myanmar’s military authorities detained 12 opposition party members calling for the release of the pro-democracy leader Daw Aung San Suu Kyi as she turned 63 on Thursday, witnesses said.

The 12 were among dozens of the opposition leader’s supporters who had gathered outside the headquarters of her party, the National League for Democracy, in Yangon, Myanmar’s largest city. The protest was dispersed after more than 100 supporters of the military junta arrived in six trucks, the witnesses said. Some of those detained were punched and beaten before being taken away in a truck, they said. The witnesses spoke on condition of anonymity, citing fear of government reprisals. Last month, the junta extended the house arrest of Mrs. Aung San Suu Kyi for a sixth year, rejecting international calls for her to be freed. On Thursday, Prime Minister Gordon Brown of Britain and President Nicolas Sarkozy of France renewed calls for her release.

Mrs. Aung San Suu Kyi, awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1991, has spent more than 12 of the last 18 years under detention. Her party swept national elections in 1990, but the ruling junta has refused to honor the results. 
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