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KARACHI, Pakistan (AP) - Clashes between government opponents and supporters set off rioting in Pakistan's biggest city Wednesday, leaving seven people dead in the worst outburst of political violence since a new government took office. 

A building near Karachi's courts was set ablaze, and five charred bodies were found inside, said police officer Syed Sulaiman. Two people died of gunshot wounds, including a paramedic whose ambulance came under fire while trying to help injured lawyers. 

The trouble began when a group of attorneys protested in downtown Karachi against an assault the previous day on a former Cabinet member aligned with President Pervez Musharraf. The protesters say they came under attack by lawyers aligned with the new coalition government, which has vowed to curb Musharraf's powers. 

It was not immediately clear how the trouble spread or who was responsible for the arson and shooting, which occurred mainly in a stronghold of the pro-Musharraf Mutahida Quami Movement party. 

The violence is testing the stability of Pakistan's new government, which took office after routing Musharraf's allies in February parliamentary elections. The government is considering how to cut the U.S.-allied president's authority and cement Pakistan's return to democracy after eight years of military rule. 
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