August 7, 2008

French Role in Genocide Denied

By THE NEW YORK TIMES

France dismissed as unacceptable on Wednesday a Rwandan report that accused 13 senior French politicians, including former President François Mitterrand and former Prime Minister Dominique de Villepin, of involvement in the 1994 genocide that killed as many as 800,000 people.

Mr. Mitterrand, who was president at the time, and Mr. de Villepin, then a Foreign Ministry adviser, were among those accused of complicity in the “preparation and execution of the genocide.”

Rwanda has long accused France of training the militias that led the slaughter of the Tutsi minority.

But the latest report, a 500-page document issued Tuesday by the Rwandan Justice Ministry, for the first time cites specific officials and hints the potential that indictments might be issued.

None of the officials responded individually. But Romain Nadal, a spokesman for the French Foreign Ministry, called the report biased and said it “contains unacceptable accusations against French politicians and military officials.”
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