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South Africa: Chinese Gain Right to Benefits for the Discriminated 

By AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE

The Pretoria High Court issued a landmark ruling on Wednesday classifying Chinese South Africans as black, making them eligible for benefits for those who suffered discrimination under apartheid. The Chinese Association of South Africa had challenged their exclusion from laws aimed at redressing economic imbalances under white-minority rule, which ended in 1994. The association contended that Chinese citizens continued to be marginalized under the country’s black economic empowerment and affirmative action legislation. Both laws benefit the country’s black, Indian and mixed-race populations. Patrick Chong, the group’s leader, said: “Under the apartheid rule we were classified as colored — a term used to describe a mixture of black and white race. After the democratic government came into power, our status was no longer recognized as colored, so we were in-between.” 
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