July 13, 2008

South Africa Crucial to Zimbabwe 

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

JOHANNESBURG (AP) — The failure of the United States campaign to gain approval for international sanctions on Zimbabwe’s leaders returns the focus to South African efforts to end the political crisis in Zimbabwe. 

It also raises questions again about whether President Thabo Mbeki of South Africa is the right mediator to resolve it.

South Africa made the link itself in deliberations at the United Nations that ended Friday with Russia and China vetoing the proposed sanctions. The measures were meant to punish President Robert Mugabe’s authoritarian government in Zimbabwe after a widely discredited presidential runoff in which he was the only candidate.

South Africa’s ambassador to the United Nations, Dumisani Kumalo, said meetings mediated by Mr. Mbeki were occurring between Mr. Mugabe’s party and the political opposition. 

South African officials say the goal of the talks is to form an inclusive government. Mr. Mugabe and the opposition leader, Morgan Tsvangirai, say they are willing to share power, but they differ on who should lead. 

Mr. Mugabe’s political party, ZANU-PF, wants him at the head of any coalition government, something the opposition and Mr. Mugabe’s critics in the West have rejected. Mr. Tsvangirai bases his claim to leadership on the first round of presidential voting in March, in which he defeated Mr. Mugabe, but did not win a majority of the votes, which led to the runoff. Mr. Tsvangirai, who withdrew days before the second round of voting because of a campaign of violence against his supporters, has accused Mr. Mbeki of bias in favor of Mr. Mugabe.
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