‘He is going to die in prison’
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INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPERS

Yesterday the Minister of Correctional Services, Nosiviwe Mapisa-Nqakula, informed the man who arranged the assassination of South African Communist Party leader Chris Hani that he would not be home for Christmas # or any time soon.
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“Offender, Derby-Lewis, was informed today of the minister’s decision based on the recommendation by the National Council on Correctional Services that he should not be placed on parole as yet. The council has recommended that further documents be provided in order to consider the placement on parole of this inmate.”

The ministry’s statement further said the council could not make a recommendation based on the merits of the case, but had recommended that Derby-Lewis again appear before it at its first meeting in 2011 to be considered for parole.

But Derby-Lewis’s wife, Gaye, says it’s his death sentence. “He is going to die in prison. There is nothing we can do. We are powerless,” she told the Saturday Star last night.

“If they don’t want to do it, there is nothing we can say.

She said the Parole Board had twice previously recommended parole for her husband - the first time in October 2008. “Nothing happened. We tried to contact them (Department of Correctional Services) but we were simply ignored. We took the matter to court and paid R167 000 to get them to do what they were supposed to do.

“There is no chance for us to try again. We don’t have money.”

Derby-Lewis’s attorney, Marius Coertze, has said his client was recovering well from operations on his foot and treatment for skin cancer, but his untreated prostate cancer was of concern.

SA Communist Party spokesman

Malesela Maleka said last night the party was pleased that Derby-Lewis’s “abuse of the law” had finally been seen for what it was and that he had not been granted parole.

“We are happy with the decision, but we continue to urge (Derby-Lewis) to tell the whole truth about the assassination of Comrade Hani,” he said. - Saturday Star
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