South Africa's ANC splits from Youth League as defiant Malema refuses suspension
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Julius Malema, the president of South Africa's ANC Youth League, has upped the ante in his battle with the party's leadership by refusing to accept his suspension for indiscipline and declaring his organisation's independence. 
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Mr Malema, backed by the league's senior leadership, claims he offered to resign his position but his offer was rejected by its members. 

Instead, the 30-year-old said that he and other suspended youth league members will remain in post until June 2014 when new ANCYL elections are due. 

Mr Malema and his colleagues were suspended from the ANC for five years late last year for seeking to sow divisions by criticising President Jacob Zuma and bringing the former liberation movement into disrepute by calling for regime change in neighbouring Botswana. 

Ronald Lamola, Mr Malema's deputy, told journalists that the "persecution" of the youth league's leaders was in reality being driven by those in the ANC who disliked their calls for mine nationalisation and Zimbabwe-style land seizures. 

"It is only the internal process of the ANC Youth League that can decide to elect or un-elect its leadership," he said, reading from a statement prepared by the group's leadership. "The ANCYL will never agree that its leadership be subjected to unfair and unjust treatment or banished for narrow political purposes." 

The announcement was met with consternation by politicians and analysts and will send relations between the ANC and its youth league, which was founded in 1944 by Nelson Mandela, Walter Sisulu and Oliver Tambo, to a new low. 

Keith Khoza, an ANC spokesman, said they would not be commenting, adding that "there are structures to deal with that." Karima Brown, a political analyst and editor of the Southern Africa Report, said the youth league's latest salvo was "nonsensical". 

"They will stop paying his salary and he will simply be escorted from the building," she said. "This is posturing of the worst kind." 

Professor Steven Friedman, from the Institute for Democracy in South Africa, said Mr Malema and his colleagues had "delusions of grandeur" if they thought their supporters would stand by them outside of the ANC structure. 

He said that the pronouncement appeared to be an attempt to paint President Jacob Zuma and ANC Secretary General Gwede Mantashe "into a corner", but the attempt would fail. 

"What they have been doing in the past, they have been doing at the behest of senior politicians in the ANC," he said. "I can only assume that those senior politicians have stopped telling them what to do because anyone with any strategic sense would not have advised them to do this." 
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