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CAPE TOWN — Julius Malema, the firebrand leader of the Youth League of the governing African National Congress, was expelled from the party in a decision announced late Wednesday night, bringing an abrupt halt to the meteoric rise of one of the most polarizing figures to emerge on the political scene of post-apartheid South Africa. 

Mr. Malema, who has repeatedly clashed with South Africa’s president, Jacob Zuma, and other party leaders, had earlier been suspended from the party for five years for “sowing divisions within the organization and bringing the organization into disrepute,” according to the party. 

But his appeal of that sentence, which was intended to shorten it, appears to have backfired: the party’s disciplinary committee decided that he should be cast out of the A.N.C. altogether. 
“Comrade Malema is, in effect, reneging on his membership oath and is not prepared to respect the A.N.C. Constitution,” the disciplinary appeals panel said. 

Mr. Malema once played kingmaker in South African politics, throwing his support behind Mr. Zuma in a move that helped push out the former president, Thabo Mbeki, as party leader. Mr. Malema went so far as to declare on one occasion that he was ready to kill for Mr. Zuma. But in the past year he has come to be viewed as the enfant terrible of South African politics, calling for mines to be nationalized and even at one point calling for the overthrow of the government of Botswana. 

Such positions made him popular with certain sections of South Africa’s impoverished and jobless youth, but the A.N.C.’s leaders, wary that such talk could dent the country’s economy and reputation, sought to quiet him. 

In tone and style, Mr. Malema tried to transform the A.N.C., which was formed as an explicitly nonracial organization, into a party espousing a muscular black nationalism. He was accused of hate speech for his revival of the anti-apartheid anthem “Shoot the Boer,” though the party defended his right to sing the song. He taunted foreign journalists, calling a BBC reporter a spy. 

More problematically, he openly sparred with Mr. Zuma. The Youth League, which was founded by Nelson Mandela, Oliver Tambo and Walter Sisulu, is a powerful organization that is often a springboard to national leadership. Two of South Africa’s three post-apartheid presidents led the organization. 

Mr. Malema clearly held ambitions to follow in their footsteps. He said he joined the ranks of the party’s Young Pioneers when he was 9 and by his teens was the leader of the regional Youth League in his home province, Limpopo. Now 30, he has become a wealthy and powerful figure but faces multiple investigations into his business affairs. His home province, which is run by a close ally, is also under scrutiny by the central government for spending more than its budget. 

Mr. Malema will have 14 days to appeal the decision. If it is upheld, as most analysts expect, he will have little choice but to join another party or start his own if he hopes to continue in politics. New parties have faced stiff odds against the A.N.C., while its majorities have narrowed slightly since the first euphoric vote in 1994 that brought Mr. Mandela to power. It remains the dominating force in South African politics. 

A breakaway party formed by supporters of Mr. Mbeki, the former president, after he was forced out in favor of Mr. Zuma, has struggled to attract voters, who have been reluctant to abandon the party that brought true democracy to South Africa. With Mr. Malema no longer in the A.N.C., Mr. Zuma is expected to face a much easier battle to retain leadership of the party when it holds its national conference later this year. 
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