Join Us: Darfur Advocacy during the Olympics

With the Olympics beginning in Beijing on August 8, just 21 days away, the window of opportunity to pressure China is closing.  But we still need China to use its influence with Sudan to stop the Darfur genocide, and we need your help to do so. 

To help keep the spotlight on Darfur during the Olympics we have developed alternative programming for advocates to watch instead of commercials – an Alternative Opening Ceremony (an online concert) and the “Darfur Olympics” (a broadcast by Mia Farrow from a Darfurian refugee camp).  

These events will allow supporters to tune into a broadcast about Darfur during the Games and to send a message to China and Olympic corporate sponsors about their inaction on Darfur.  

Alternative Opening Ceremony:  

The Alternative Opening Ceremony, to be broadcast from our website on August 8th, will feature a virtual concert of eight videos and include some existing feature packages for interstitial material.  Carly Simon, Bette Midler, Taking Back Sunday, and REM, among others, have all agreed to donate videos.  

Darfur Olympics:

The focus of the Darfur Olympics is to keep the spotlight on Darfur during the Games and to outline a Darfur advocacy agenda to be used after the Olympics.  The Darfur Olympics will be a weeklong daily broadcast hosted by Mia Farrow from a Darfurian refugee camp.  This broadcast will take place during the first week of the games, August 8 through August 15.  The daily broadcast will be available on a website that will also provide educational material and online actions for supporters.

As the Games approach, this may be our last opportunity to shine the public spotlight on China. We hope you will join us in spreading the word.  We’d love to hear how you would like be involved: please reply and let me know, and plan to hear from us in the coming days.  Thanks for all your help. 
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