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UNITED NATIONS — A defiant President Omar Hassan al-Bashir of Sudan lambasted the West on Thursday for his indictment on war crimes charges stemming from the conflict in Darfur, while Secretary General Ban Ki-moon of the United Nations and a raft of aid organizations denounced the decision to shut down some 13 relief agencies that Sudan accused of conspiring in the court case.

Addressing the throngs clogging Khartoum, Sudan’s capital, at a government-organized rally, Mr. Bashir called the International Criminal Court in The Hague a hangover from the worst days of colonialism and its indictment of him a naked grab for Sudanese resources like oil. 

“Here in Sudan, we are a liberation movement against this new colonization and we are ready for any battle,” he said, stabbing the air with his walking stick while the crowd beneath the podium chanted “Down, down U.S.A.!” and burned in effigy the court’s chief prosecutor, Luis Moreno-Ocampo. “We defeated them before, and we will again.”

China joined the African Union and the Arab League in calling on the United Nations Security Council to use its powers to suspend the indictment for a year, lest it stymie peace talks between the government and the rebels in Darfur. “We don’t wish to see our previous efforts and achievements on the Darfur problem compromised by this kind of action,” Qin Gang, China’s Foreign Ministry spokesman, was quoted as saying in reports from Beijing. 

Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton, asked about the indictment while traveling in Europe, said that if Mr. Bashir believed that he was wrongly accused he could answer the charges in court. “He can certainly contest it,” Mrs. Clinton said. 

Arab and African officials planned to send yet another joint delegation to the Security Council to plead their case for a deferral under Article 16 of the court’s statute, but that was considered unlikely given the Council’s sharp divisions. 

Sudan’s decision to suspend operations of 13 aid organizations serving millions of people in Darfur on accusations that they provided false evidence to the court helped sour the mood toward Sudan. While Mr. Ban had issued what many diplomats and aid groups considered a tepid endorsement of the indictment on seven counts of war crimes and crimes against humanity, he and other senior United Nations officials underscored the possible fallout from closing the relief agencies. 

If carried out, the decision will cause “irrevocable damage to humanitarian operations there,” said Michèle Montas, Mr. Ban’s spokeswoman, adding that the aid agencies “are key to maintaining a lifeline.” An estimated 2.5 million people have been chased from their homes in Darfur, a sprawling, semiarid province in western Sudan, and the United Nations says the conflict has contributed to 300,000 deaths. 

The aid agencies affected, including the International Rescue Committee, CARE, Oxfam Great Britain, Save the Children and Doctors Without Borders, represent about 40 percent of the 6,500 international and local aid workers in Darfur, said Catherine Bragg, the deputy United Nations emergency relief coordinator.

The ouster of the groups would leave 1.1 million people without food, 1.1 million lacking health care, and more than 1 million without drinking water, she said, adding that it would be extremely difficult for the remaining agencies and the Sudanese government to fill the void. She also criticized the government for its aggressive behavior toward some aid workers, detaining them for several hours while Sudanese officials walked off with computers, cash and other assets. 

The indictment from the International Criminal Court, which was formed in 2002 with the idea of creating a permanent venue to pursue the type of war criminals who had emerged in conflicts in the former Yugoslavia and Rwanda, was the first against a sitting head of state. Sudan called on the 30 members of the 53-member African Union who have joined the I.C.C. to withdraw, with the country’s United Nations ambassador, Abdalmahmood Abdalhaleem, saying the court represented “the same Euro-American justice that destroyed Iraq, Afghanistan and most recently Gaza.” 

The United States, despite the popular impression in Sudan that it was behind the indictment, never joined the court, not least out of concern that its troops on foreign missions might be subject to its jurisdiction.

Legally, only the court’s 108 members are bound by its decisions, although the Security Council issued a specific resolution in 2005 ordering Sudan, which is not a member, to comply with the court. Critics, particularly in Africa, have questioned the validity of the court for singling out African leaders. But its defenders point out that three of the court’s four criminal investigations, involving Congo, the Central African Republic and Uganda, were brought by the governments of those countries themselves. 

Political analysts suggest that Mr. Bashir is likely to be weakened by the arrest warrant, and that he is likely to try to counteract that by testing the solidarity of the international community.

The first test will probably emerge in Qatar at the end of this month, when Arab leaders hold their annual summit meeting. Mr. Abdalhaleem vowed that Mr. Bashir would attend.

The court has no real enforcement powers but can serve a prompt arrest order to any country where Mr. Bashir is traveling. 

Neil MacFarquhar reported from the United Nations, and Marlise Simons from Paris.
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