Sudan’s President Issues a Warning 
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By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
EL FASHER, Sudan (AP) — President Omar Hassan al-Bashir of Sudan threatened on Sunday to kick out more aid groups and expel diplomats and peacekeepers on his first trip to Darfur since the International Criminal Court ordered his arrest on charges of war crimes.

Sudan has already expelled 13 of the largest aid groups operating in Darfur in defiant response to the warrant issued last week by the court in The Hague.

The Sudanese Army announced Sunday that it was mobilizing three-quarters of its troops, preparing for full alert, according to the Sudan Media Center, a news agency closely linked to the government.

Brandishing a sword here in the North Darfur capital, Mr. Bashir told thousands of cheering supporters that other foreign groups could be ordered to leave if they got involved with the war crimes case. 

“Whoever deviates, we will not let them stay, whether a voluntary organization, an envoy, a diplomatic mission or a security force,” he said. 

The international court accuses Mr. Bashir of leading a counterinsurgency against Darfur rebels that involved rapes, killings and other atrocities against civilians. Up to 300,000 people have died and 2.7 million been driven from their homes in the conflict since 2003, according to the United Nations.
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